
A DISCIPLE LEADS  

We are approaching the end of our “desert time” this Lent.  Only a few short weeks remain.  As we 

ready ourselves to leave the desert, we reflect on the last characteristic of a disciple.  A disciple leads. 

When we hear this fifth characteristic of a disciple, we might get confused on the understanding of 

“lead.”  To be a disciple who leads does not require one to be a great leader.  Rather a disciple who 

leads brings others to an understanding of who Christ is and what it means to have a relationship with 

Christ.  We see in Martha a great example of a follower who grows into a great disciple.  When Martha’s 

states in today’s gospel, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 

the one who is coming into the world,” (John 11:  27) we see the result of her desert time, she has come 

to know who the Christ is. 

 

Once Martha is certain of her relationship with Jesus, she rushes to bring others into the conversation in 

order for them to also know the Lord.  She leads the other mourners, including her sister Mary, to 

Christ! How can we lead others to Christ? 

 

This leading can be in silence – providing a shoulder to lean on for another in times of trouble.  This 

leading can be by example – worshipping God at Mass on a weekend and living your faith “out loud.”  

This leading can be with care – caring for your young family and bringing them up with an understanding 

that they are beloved of God.  This leading can be with invitation – inviting others to join you in some 

prayer or church activity.  This leading can be in the form of accompaniment –  walking with someone on 

their journey.  As we leave the desert of Lent, we are challenged to find those places where we can 

share our love and relationship for Christ with others.   

 

We have spent this Lent in the desert to learn more about discipleship and to reflect on who we are as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  Being a disciple of Christ, in other words, does not begin with something we do. 

It begins with something Christ did. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep 

(John 10:11).  Once we truly understand this, our journey will change as we take to heart Jesus’ 

invitation to “Follow Me.”   

 

Leading others to know this Savior Jesus Christ means walking in front of, along side of, and even behind 

as we encourage them to open their hearts to the loving and redemptive power of Jesus. 

 

Which traits do you need to focus on – believing, growing, gathering, loving, or leading as we approach 

the great feast of Easter?  Regardless, we never make the journey alone, Christ is ever at our side.   

 

 


